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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve both inter-document similarity 
calculation accuracy and similar document retrieval accuracy via the optimization 
of a list of unnecessary words by deciding some of extracted words as 
unnecessary words, deleting the unnecessary words from a retrieval key 
document and a retrieval object document and calculating the similarity between 
both documents. 

SOLUTION: Some of words extracted by a word extraction means are decided as 
unnecessary words based on the occurrence frequency of each designated 
unnecessary word. Then the unnecessary words are deleted from a retrieval key 
document and a retrieval object document, and the similarity is calculated 
between both documents. An unnecessary word deletion part 28 of this similar 
document retrieval device deletes the words equivalent to the unnecessary words 
stored in an unnecessary word buffer 45 from a retrieval keyword information 
storing buffer 47 and a retrieval object word information storing buffer 42. A 
similarity calculation part 29 calculates the similarity between the retrieval key 
document and the retrieval object document based on the information which are 
stored in the buffer 47, the buffer 42 and a common word information storing 
buffer 48. 
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